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Summary 

This document provides an overview of the X-Scan project website www.x-scan.eu. The domain name, 
project logo and content have been created after project started on 1

st
 October. The website will be used to 

support dissemination activities and as a database for the project. It will also support the communication 
between the consortium members. The content of the website will be updated in parallel to the progress. 
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1 Domain name 

The domain name for the project was created and registered within the first few weeks following the project 
starting date. This domain is www.x-scan.eu and is available for an initial period of three years until the end 
of September 2014. The plan is to use the website as a dissemination tool after the completion of the project 
allowing members of the consortium to publicise the results obtained and research carried out throughout the 
work programme.  
 

2 Project logo 

Prior to any website development, the consortium decided to concentrate on creating a logo for the project 
which will be used in all documents related to X-Scan. This logo will also act as the brand for the product(s) 
to be developed within the project.  
 
TWI developed some samples of logo which were then circulated to the consortium for feedback and 
comments. Those are presented in Figure 1.  
 

 

  

      

     

   

     

Figure 1 First set of logo samples. 
 
Ultimately, it was decided that the most suitable logo for the project was the one presented in Figure 2. The 
project logo will be used on the website as well as all project related documents (i.e. flyer, publications) and the 
deliverable reports in order to support the dissemination activities. 
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Figure 2 Project logo. 
 

3 Project website overview 

The project website was built within the first three months of the project to facilitate the dissemination and act 
as a communication tool for the consortium. The site content is as follows: 
 
Public facing area 

� Home 

� Project Background 

• Overview 

• Project Concept 

• Project Objectives 

• Work packages  

� Project Partners 

• Introduction 

• TWI Ltd. 

• Tecnitest 

• Vermon 

• Spectrumlabs 

• Lloyds 

• Brunel University 

• Innora 

� Publications 

� News & Events 

� Contact us 

 

Members Area (members only)  
� Noticeboard 

� Project files 

� Partner contacts 

� My account 

� Sign out 
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Figure 3 below presents the project website homepage which welcomes the viewers with some background 
information on the project and an overview of the consortium intentions for the technical development 
throughout the work programme.  
 

 
Figure 3 Screenshot of the X-Scan project website homepage. 
 
The website is divided into two main areas: one accessible for the public and one only accessible by the 
member of the consortium.  
 
The public area: The public area gives an overview of the project and explains the goals of the consortium 
during the work programme. There is also an introduction of all companies who participate in the project, 
along with links to their respective websites. The relevant project activities and some of the results will be 
publicised on the website as soon as they become available. All results to be published on the website will 
be reviewed and agreed by the entire consortium prior to being uploaded in order to protect intellectual 
property rights (IPR). This part of the project website will be used as a tool for the project dissemination and 
exploitation. 
 
The members’ area: This area is password protected and it can only be accessed by members of the 
consortium from the Homepage (see Figure 4). The consortium members will have online access to all 
meeting agendas, presentations and minutes as well as the reports produced during the project period (see 
Figure 5). All documents and papers that are relevant to the project will also be uploaded onto the website 
for member use. The template documents and spread sheets such as travel log, events log and end user log 
will be shared via the project website. 
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Figure 4 Screenshot showing access to the members' area. 
 

 

Figure 5 Screenshot showing members' area. 
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4 Planned updates and activities 

4.1 Main website structure 

It is planned to slightly change the site content to make better use of it. Figure 6 shows the new version 
proposed. The main changes will be made to the “Publications” and “News & Events” areas which will now 
be compiled into one section called “Publication & News”. Additional information will also be added to the 
project description. 

 

 

Figure 6 Schematic presenting the next project site content. 
 
4.2 Website design 

The website design is being reviewed and a more appealing version currently under development and will be 
made available for March 2012. Images will be added to the main directory and those will be updated as the 
project goes on.  
 
The full new website design is presented in Appendix A. 
 
Finally, it should be noted that the consortium is planning to use this website as a communication tool to the 
public and will therefore ensure regular updates and upgrades are being made. 
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Figure 7 Mock-up of the new project website design under development. 
  

� Welcome 

 Home The project Partners Publications & News Contact us 

X-Scan is a collaboration between EU companies and research organisations with 
the objective to develop and produce novel solutions for the shipping industry. 

Ocean-going ships are the most cost 
effective form of transporting bulk 
goods around the world. To date, 
Europe owns nearly 40% of the 
world’s fleet of ships, which account 
for 90% of its external trade and 40% 
of its internal trade. Moreover, in the 
supply of ship building components 
and services, the EU is a world 
leader. 

As a result, the maritime industry, which includes ship building and ship operation, 
are vital to Europe’s economy.  

In this industry sector, structural failure is a 
major cause of the loss of ships, vessels and 
tankers resulting in loss of life and pollution 
of the world’s oceans, seas and coastal 
waters of Europe. Indeed, it has been 
reported in 2006, that each year over 400 
ocean-going ships sink, many as a result of 
weakened structures due to corrosion and 
inadequate/poor welding quality.  

Most of the inspection techniques used to 
date proved to be disruptive to the 
manufacturing process and far from being 
cost effective. Additionally, as the current 
generation of ships are being built from 
thinner section steels (10mm or less) to 
lower the cost of build and ship operation, 
typical assessment methods are not as 
effective as for thicker sections. Therefore, 
there is a real need for more reliable, faster, 
cost effective and safer inspection 
techniques.  

The X-Scan project aims to response to this need by developing novel automated 
NDT techniques (ultrasonic and electromagnetic) for ship structures that are more 
reliable, faster, cost effective and safer than the currently applied radiographic 
inspection techniques. The objective of the project is twofold: First the project will 
concentrate on solving the problem of inspecting thin steel welds using Phased 
Array Ultrasonic Testing (PAUT) and Alternating Current Field Measurement 
(ACFM) techniques; and then it will tackle the automated inspection of inaccessible 
welds by means of a laser guided manipulator. 

Welcome 

The research leading to these results has received funding from the European Union's Seventh Framework 
Programme managed by REA Research Executive Agency http://ec.europa.eii/research/rea ([FP7/2007-2013] 
[FP7/2007-2011]) under grant agreement no 286007.  

Laser Guided inspection robot for the 

non-destructive testing of thin steel 

gauge welds in the shipping industry 

Member area 

 
Username: 
 
 
 

Password: 
 
 
 
 
Forgot password? 

Sign in 
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APPENDIX 

 

NEW DESIGN PROPOSED 
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